Marble Valley Farm
Sharer Agreement Form
2019 CSA

(Please save a copy for your records … and/or consult our Facebook page for a copy)

Our commitments to our sharers:

Marble Valley Farm commits to offering sharers the freshest possible produce, with as great a variety as growing conditions will permit.  We pay great attention to fostering soil and water health.  We use no synthetic or toxic inputs, and limit or eliminate use of petroleum-derived products such as black plastic mulch, relying instead on cover crops, compost, manure, plant meals, rock powders, and other organic materials to feed the soil and plants, and on human labor to tend to the crops.  We look for old-time varieties that have natural pest protection and hardiness, and as an equal priority better flavor than many of the supermarket standards.  

Marble Valley is also committed to supporting our fellow farmers and customers by offering other local goods, such as pasture-raised meats and eggs.  These are available to sharers whenever possible, at an additional price. 
In recognition of the commitment and limitation of choices made by CSA sharers, we will aim to provide, for Tuesday sharers, $750 worth of produce for the $650 investment, and, for debit sharers, $550 worth (as evaluated by typical farmstand prices) for their $500 investment.  We have made similar goals since our onset.  In our 11-year history, we have always met—even exceeded—these goals, and CSA members have shared in the abundance.  In support of maintaining this record, we consistently look for ways to improve.  At the same time, we cannot guarantee that any one crop will have a good year.  It is also possible, though not likely, that we may experience a major natural catastrophe threatening the farm’s survival, in which event—consistent with the concept of CSA—sharers may share the consequences (ie, the value of produce provided may not total share price).

Since our inception, we have consulted regularly with scientists to assess the health and fertility of our soil and water (collaborators include the CT Agriculture Experiment Station, Waypoint Analytical Labs, HydroTechnologies in New Milford, and NEA Lab in Poughkeepsie).  We test for indicators such as percentage organic matter and macro- and micro-nutrient levels.  Given our proximity to the Housatonic (which on the whole provides us with fertile soil), we also routinely test for PCBs.  After Hurricane Irene, we also tested for e-coli and volatile compounds such as benzene.  We have never found contamination; if we ever do, we will cease sharing out produce until it is cleared up, and we will share our test results openly to all inquirers.  

What sharers agree to in return: …Tuesday sharers:

Sharers arrive on Tuesdays between 3 and 6:45 pm to pack their own shares.  Share-outs begin as early as the first week of June and extend to mid-October; the farm will notify sharers of the first share-out via e-mail.  

If you as a sharer can’t make it to the farm on a given Tuesday, you have 3 options:  Our preference is that you get someone else to come for you.  Other options: ask us to donate your share to the Food Bank, or ask us to pack and hold your share.  We will pack-and-hold up to 2 times per season at no charge.  The 3rd time and up, we'll charge a $5 packing fee.  If you want us to hold your share, we need to get your e-mail by 6:30 pm Tuesday.  It is best to e-mail at marblevalleyfarm@gmail.com, as our voicemail sometimes holds messages for hours before delivering them. 
If you forget entirely to come on a Tuesday, we have a two-strikes policy: The first 2 times, we’ll save your share until end of day Wednesday.  Otherwise, we will donate your share to the Food Bank or to volunteers.  

… Debit Sharers:

Sharers (or their delegates) come to the farm at any time during farmstand hours, namely as follows:

· Saturday and Sunday from 10 to 2, mid-June through the end of October

· Fridays from 3 to 6, early August through end of October

· Honor system hours at all other times, as signaled by open flags and/or road signage

We harvest heavily on Fridays and Saturdays, but less so on Sundays (we have to let the farm grow again for Tuesday sharers’ sake).  Therefore, debit sharers wishing maximum choice might focus on Friday/Saturday hours.

Sharers choose their items and bring them to the farmstand cashier.  The cashier gives sharers a receipt for their expenditure.  Only produce purchases may be counted towards the total (not bread or meats or other non-farm-grown items).  Sharers track their own expenses; the farm will also keep a back-up.  When a sharer's expenses reach $550, the share is concluded.  During honor system hours, sharers can use the receipt book to write their own receipts.

If a debit sharer does not spend all his/her credit during a year, there will be no carry-over to the following year.  Debit sharers should figure on “spending” about $25-30 of their credit weekly in order to get the full value of their share.
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Please fill out and return, with your two checks, to: Megan Haney, PO Box 21, Kent CT, 06757.   You may also e-mail this form back to me once complete, or drop off along with checks into large red metal box on the table at the farmstand.
IF you are a returning sharer AND none of your info has changed, you may merely type your name at the bottom indicating your acceptance of our Share Agreement, and return that to me (along with the checks); all other information I can carry over from last year.
Type of Share desired (circle one):

Tuesday

Debit

Your name:















Names of any other adults in your household, if any:









Names of children in your household, if any:










Address:















E-mail:















Best phone/s to reach you at:












Tuesday sharers only: If splitting your share, names and e-mails of your share partners (if returning this form by e-mail, you may supply the e-mails by cc'ing your share partners; I can pick them up from there):

Names














E-mails













Payments to enclose (paid to Marble Valley Farm, mailed to MEGAN HANEY, PO BOX 21, 06757):

· For Tuesday shares: $325 dated now;  for Debit shares: $250 dated now
· please also include a check post-dated to July 1, for the balance ($325 for Tuesday share; $250 for debit share).  I will alert everyone as to when I am about to deposit these, in case anyone needs me to postpone the deposit owing to cash-flow considerations.

Please Sign Below (or type your name, if responding via e-mail)

I have read and understand the information contained in the Sharer Agreement Form.

Any Questions????  Contact the farm at marblevalleyfarm@gmail.com.

